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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5981 - Home: (217) 348-7553 
89- 387 June 16, 1989 
) 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
UNDERFUNDING THREATENS EXCELLENCE 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Although Eastern Illinois University has 
maintained its tradition of "Excellence in Education" in spite of 
f unding problems, an increase in state funding is urgently needed to 
assist the University in maintaining or replacing existing laboratory 
equipment to keep pace with instructional needs, according to Dean Jon 
Laible of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
The state funding piece of Eastern ' s budget pie has dropped nearly 
25 percent since fiscal year 1976 and Eastern President Stan Rives is 
gravely concerned. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 UNDERFUNDING 
Additional funding would enable Eastern to further improve the 
quality of undergraduate education not only by purchasing 
state-of-the-art equipment sorely needed to teach the technical and 
professional courses, but also by providing additional quality 
instructors. No new funds have been provided to Eastern for this 
initiative since 1987. 
While many departments need new equipment, it is in the life and 
physical sciences areas the need is most critical. 
"The State of Illinois cannot continue to make education a lower 
and lower priority and expect the people of Illinois to prevail in the 
nation and about the world," Rives said. 
Rives noted that even in the last twelve months, tax support of 
Eastern has fallen from 42 percent to the current 39.8 percent. "We 
have become a state-assisted, not a state-supported University ." 
Dr. Doug Davis, Chairman of the Physics Department, said a lack of 
items as basic as microscopes--some of the old ones are no longer 
repairable--makes basic scientific study difficult. 
Davis said students currently use an X-ray machine that is over two 
decades old. A newer model, costing about $10,000, would allow more 
experiments to be conducted, he said. "The purchase of multi-channel 
analyzers (MCAs), costing about $6,000 each, would open a whole new 
world of experiments in Nuclear Physics and Modern Physics to our 
students. MCAs could even form the basis of a course in ' Radiation 
Physics' for pre-Med majors," Davis noted. 
"It is discouraging and frustrating to have some old equipment 
which repeatedly fails or to be unable to share some exciting things 
with our students because they require equipment we do not have," he 
added. 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 UNDERFUNDING 
Davis said recent shifts in biological science toward molecular 
biology also support the need for up-to-date equipment. 
Davis said replacement parts are not available for Eastern 's 
Millikan Oil Drop apparatus, which dates from the late 1940's . "This is 
a classic experiment that our majors should carry out in advanced lab," 
Davis said. 
Dr. Richard Funk, Chairman of the Zoology Department, said his 
department also lacks some appropriate instructional equipment to meet 
the needs of students. 
Funk said the department 's compound microscopes are 25-years-old 
and the dissecting microscopes are even older . "The gears are wearing 
out, making it difficult for some students to get their lab work 
completed," he said. 
He said an Ultracentrifuge, a high-speed spinning device that 
separates different weights of molecules, is needed in the cytology and 
advanced cell physiology classes. 
Funk noted that the department's anatomical models, skulls, and 
skeletons are at least 40-years-old and need to be replaced, while the 
Physiographs (10- to 25-years-old), recording devices used in human and 
animal physiology courses to show different kinds of body processes, 
are in need of regular repair. 
Funk said a specialized videocamera for microscopic work would also 
benefit students in Eastern 's introductory zoology course. 
Dr. Alan Baharlou, Chairman of the Department of Geology/Geography, 
said the need for state-of-the-art equipment in his department is 
"criticaL" 
-more-
ADD 3/3/3/3 UNDERFUNDING 
Baharlou said at least six of the department's 10 "workable" 
microscopes are 25-years-old and the weather forecasting equipment is 
more than 30-years-old. The department's surveying equipment is 
16-years-old, and to stay current, should be replaced every three to 
four years. 
He said Eastern's map-making laboratory is not automated as are 
many university labs throughout the country. He said Eastern has a 
commitment to its students to train them on state-of-the-art equipment 
so they are not at a disadvantage in both employment and future 
education. 
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